
 
 

Automated Pest Detection in Agriculture Using IoT-Enabled Traps and Deep 

Learning-Based Image Classification 

 
Ms. Monica Shinde1, Dr. Kavita Suryawanshi2 

Research Scholar1, Associate professor 2 

D Y Patil Institute of MCA and Management1,2, Akurdi, Pune, Savitribai Phule Pune University, Pune, 

Maharashtra, India. 
 

 

ABSTRACT: Effective pest management is a 

cornerstone of sustainable agriculture, yet 

conventional detection methods remain 

constrained by labor intensity and delayed 

response times. This research presents an 

intelligent pest detection framework that 

integrates automated pheromone traps with 

image-based recognition using convolutional 

neural networks (CNNs). The system captures 

pest images in real time, transmits them via IoT- 

enabled networks to a centralized cloud server, 

and applies deep learning models for accurate 

classification. The proposed pipeline supports 

automated data flow from field-level image 

capture to cloud-based analysis, with results 

accessible through intuitive web and mobile 

interfaces. By enabling early detection and 

minimizing manual intervention, the model 

advances precision agriculture and offers a 

scalable solution for proactive pest management 

in data-driven farming environments. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Agricultural productivity worldwide is 

increasingly compromised by a broad range of 

plant diseases, many of which result in 

significant economic, ecological, and social 

consequences. Among the key contributors to 

these challenges are insect pests, which play a 

crucial role in the onset and spread of plant 

diseases and crop infestations. In fact, insect 

pests are widely recognized as one of the most 

serious threats to global agricultural outputs, as 

they not only reduce yields but also affect the 

quality of agricultural commodities. 

In this context, early and precise identification 

of insect pests and the diseases they transmit is 

vital. However, one of the pressing challenges 

is that many pest-induced diseases either 

exhibit no visible symptoms in their initial 

stages or the symptoms become apparent only 

after  the  damage  has  progressed  to  an 

irreversible stage. In such scenarios, early-stage 

detection and identification become essential 

for implementing effective pest management 

strategies and minimizing losses. 

Traditionally, pest diagnosis and assessment 

have been carried out through human visual 

inspection, which, despite being widely 

practiced, comes with a set of limitations. 

Human experts, often referred to as trained 

raters, can be quite effective at identifying and 

estimating the extent of pest infestation. 

Nonetheless, this manual method is fraught 

with several disadvantages that can 

significantly hinder its effectiveness, especially 

when monitoring is required over large-scale 

agricultural areas. As reported by Bock et al. 

(2010), the limitations of human-based visual 

assessment include the following: 

 Fatigue and loss of concentration among raters, 

leading to reduced accuracy over time. 

 Significant inter- and intra-rater variability, 

resulting in subjective assessments. 

 The necessity for standardized area diagrams to 

guide accurate evaluations. 

 The need for repeated training to maintain 

consistency and quality. 

 High operational costs associated with 

deploying trained raters. 

 Potential destructiveness of the process, 

particularly when field samples are collected 

for laboratory analysis. 

 Susceptibility to visual illusions, such as 

misjudging lesion size or the affected area. 

Given that modern agricultural landscapes 

often span vast tracts of land, manual pest 

identification becomes increasingly impractical, 

time-intensive, and expensive. The challenge 

becomes more pronounced when considering 

the scarcity of skilled personnel and the 

variability in environmental conditions that 

may affect pest visibility. 

With the rapid advancement in digital 

technologies—particularly in high-resolution 

imaging and artificial intelligence—there is 
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growing interest in leveraging automated, 

image-based insect pest detection systems. 

These systems offer the potential to 

significantly reduce the labor costs associated 

with traditional methods while enhancing 

accuracy and scalability. 

This paper explores a comprehensive suite of 

methods designed to address the key challenges 

in the detection, identification, classification, 

and quantification of insect pests and plant 

diseases. These include both traditional and 

emerging technologies such as computer vision 

algorithms, image amplification techniques, 

Internet of Things (IoT)-enabled solutions, 

unmanned aerial vehicles (UAVs), artificial 

intelligence (AI), smartphone-integrated tools, 

machine learning approaches, digital image 

processing, and advanced neural networks like 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs). 

Additionally, the study discusses multi-scale 

learning strategies, DNA-based analysis, 

pheromone trapping methods, rapid pest 

identification techniques, morphological and 

molecular characterization, and field-based 

manual practices. 

The remainder of this paper is structured as 

follows: Section 2 provides a critical review of 

related work in the domain of insect pest 

detection, classification, and disease 

identification. Section 3 introduces the 

proposed system architecture and 

methodologies employed. Finally, the paper 

concludes with a discussion of key findings and 

implications for future research in the 

Conclusion section. 

II. RELATED WORK 

A growing body of research focuses on 

leveraging visual and image-based technologies 

for early pest detection. One noteworthy 

example is GoMicro, an Australian company 

pioneering AI-powered pest detection via 

smartphone applications. Their technology, 

assessed using a Confusion Matrix model, 

demonstrated high diagnostic accuracy across 

international validation efforts. Notably, the 

pest identification model achieved 99.27% 

accuracy in England and 97.4% in India, 

highlighting its potential for global agricultural 

application [1]. 

In the Indian context, Bhavani B. et al. (2019) 

conducted morphological and molecular 

characterizations of harmful pests affecting 

sugarcane in Andhra Pradesh. Their study 

emphasized early-stage identification using a 

combination of DNA extraction, PCR 

amplification, and microscopic morphological 

markers to address infestations in young 

sugarcane crops [2]. 

Chiwamba et al. proposed an innovative 

pheromone trap-based system powered by 

machine learning. The model integrated IoT 

architecture with Google’s InceptionV3, a pre- 

trained convolutional neural network (CNN), to 

automate pest monitoring and image 

classification. This digital advancement holds 

significant promise in reducing manual labor 

for farmers while enhancing pest surveillance 

[3]. 

Complementary research by Francis Chulu et al. 

(2019) implemented CNNs via the TensorFlow 

deep learning framework for automatic pest 

classification. Their model, based on layered 

neural architectures, showed encouraging 

results, reinforcing the viability of deep 

learning for pest control in real-world 

agricultural settings [4]. 

In China, Da-Peng Jing et al. (2019) examined 

pest spread and species-level detection using 

molecular sequencing and comparative 

genomics. Their research documented pest 

strains capable of damaging over 80 different 

crop species, advocating for precise detection 

strategies as a preventive measure [5]. 

Further work by Chiwamba S. et al. (2019) 

employed transfer learning techniques to fine- 

tune the InceptionV3 model. The retrained 

neural network exhibited training accuracy 

between 45% and 60%, with validation 

accuracy ranging from 34% to 50%, marking a 

step forward in real-time pest detection through 

AI-powered visual inputs [6]. 

Building upon this, Francis Chulu et al. (2019) 

extended their work with a machine learning 

system that utilized object detection models 

and artificial neural networks (ANNs) to 

monitor pests caught in pheromone traps. The 

study highlighted the significance of large 

image datasets for improving detection 

precision and early-stage monitoring [7]. 

Gharte Sneha H. et al. (2019) emphasized the 

importance of visual recognition in detecting 

plant diseases often caused by pests. They 

developed an image processing algorithm 

capable of identifying plant lesions—symptoms 

often   indicative   of   underlying   pest 
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infestation—through computer vision-based 

defect detection [8]. 

Cheng-Lung Tsai et al. (2020) presented a 

study utilizing multiplex PCR for the rapid 

identification of invasive pests. Their 

methodology included DNA extraction, 

sequencing, and primer design, which proved 

effective for minimizing economic losses 

caused by undetected pest outbreaks [9]. 

Kiran Mahat et al. (2020) focused on pests that 

feed on over 300 plant species. Their study 

employed DNA barcoding and reference 

dataset analysis to detect and classify pest 

species with high specificity, underlining the 

importance of molecular diagnostics in pest 

control strategies [10]. 

Latifa M. Mrisho et al. (2020) investigated 

smartphone-based solutions using the AI- 

powered PlantVillageNuru platform. 

Developed as both a diagnostic and training 

tool, Nuru leverages datasets curated by expert 

entomologists to train users on pest and disease 

phenotypes, thus enabling real-time digital pest 

management through IoT integration [11]. 

L.P. Sah et al. (2020) reviewed governmental 

and NGO-led initiatives in Nepal aimed at 

combating the threat posed by individual pest 

species. Their findings stress the 

socioeconomic impact of pests and call for 

timely mitigation strategies through integrated 

pest management (IPM) approaches [12]. 

In a broader context, R.M.S.R. Chamara et al. 

(2020) explored the intersection of AI and 

global food security. Their review identified 

ANN-based models capable of quantifying 

variables such as pest-related plant damage, 

thereby supporting enhanced food production 

planning [13]. 

Pearson et al. (2020) conducted a year-long 

study in Kenya involving radar technology, 

digital pheromone traps, and automated image 

detection algorithms. Their findings underscore 

the practical value of digital monitoring 

systems for early pest detection and yield 

protection [14]. 

Felipe David Georges Gomes et al. (2021) 

combined spectral measurements with machine 

learning to detect pest attacks in cotton crops. 

Their ranking and clustering analysis of 

spectral data produced models with robust 

predictive capabilities for crop monitoring [15]. 

Sumaira Yousaf et al. (2021) employed COI 

gene sequencing in Pakistan to characterize 

pest infestations. Their molecular approach, 

encompassing DNA extraction and PCR 

amplification, established a clear link between 

leaf damage and pest DNA markers [16]. 

Farian Severine Ishengoma et al. (2021) 

implemented CNN architectures such as 

VGG16, VGG19, InceptionV3, and 

MobileNetV2 using UAV-based image 

acquisition. Accuracy rates for these models 

ranged from 96% to 100%, with model 

performance improved through corner 

detection techniques [17]. 

Prabha R. et al. (2021) developed a CNN-based 

system for pest detection in maize crops. Their 

model utilized a multi-layered convolutional 

structure to automate the process of infestation 

identification, leveraging preprocessing, feature 

extraction, and data augmentation [18]. 

Ashley E. Tessnow et al. (2021) tackled pest 

strain identification through real-time PCR 

assays, capable of distinguishing genetically 

distinct but morphologically identical pests, 

such as corn and rice strains. This work 

enhances pest-specific management 

interventions [19]. 

Sudeeptha Yainna et al. (2021) focused on 

monitoring insecticide resistance mutations 

geographically. Their data-driven approach aids 

in understanding the evolving resilience of pest 

species to common insecticides and informs 

adaptive management protocols [20]. 

Abdus Sattar et al. (2021) proposed a smart 

agro-network framework leveraging IoT and 

mobile applications for farm irrigation and pest 

monitoring. Their system used environmental 

variables such as temperature, pressure, and 

motion to optimize agricultural resource usage 

[21]. 

B. S. Congdon et al. (2021) implemented Loop- 

mediated isothermal amplification (LAMP) for 

rapid, in-field pest identification. Their protocol, 

involving total DNA extraction and LAMP 

assay development, is designed for real-time 

application, ensuring timely responses to 

infestations [22]. 

Bipana Paudel Timilsena et al. (2022) studied 

pest distribution in relation to climate change 

using the CLIMEX model. Their research 

addressed irrigation patterns and regional 

vulnerability, offering data for strategic pest 

management across African landscapes [23]. 

Arati Agarwal et al. (2022) advocated for 

LAMP-based  diagnostics  for  rapid  pest 
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identification. They traced pest development 

stages through DNA sequencing, offering 

insights for early intervention and control [24]. 

Simon H. Chiwamba et al. (2022) proposed an 

automated system using motion sensors and 

CNNs for capturing and recognizing pest moths 

in the field. Their literature-informed 

methodology underscores  the synergistic 

potential of pheromone traps and computer 

vision in pest control [25]. 

 

III. PROPOSED MODEL 

The proposed model introduces an end-to-end 

pest monitoring and identification system that 

combines automated pheromone trap hardware 

with advanced cloud-based processing and AI- 

driven classification. As shown in Fig. 1, the 

system begins with automated traps installed at 

agricultural sites, each equipped with sensors 

and high-resolution cameras. These traps 

continuously capture images of trapped pests, 

minimizing the need for manual intervention 

while ensuring consistent and high-quality 

image acquisition. 
 

 
Fig. 1: Proposed System 

Once collected, the captured images are 

transferred to a centralized cloud server for 

further analysis. This data transmission is 

dependent on real-time cellular connectivity 

available at the trap site. In cases of limited or 

intermittent connectivity, local caching 

mechanisms can store data until a stable 

connection allows synchronization. This 

approach ensures data resilience and allows the 

model to be deployed in remote agricultural 

zones with variable network conditions. 

At the cloud level, the image data undergoes 

automated analysis using a deep learning-based 

classification pipeline, primarily employing 

Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs). These 

networks have been pre-trained and fine-tuned 

on curated datasets of pest species, enabling 

accurate identification based on morphological 

patterns. Each recognized pest instance is 

logged into a structured cloud database, tagged 

with metadata such as timestamp, location, and 

species classification. This database supports 

downstream operations such as historical trend 

analysis, spatial distribution mapping, and 

automated reporting. 

The final component of the system is the user 

interface layer, accessible via mobile and web 

applications. These applications allow 

stakeholders—such as farmers, entomologists, 

agricultural officers, and researchers—to 

visualize pest detection data, receive outbreak 

alerts, and download analytical reports. The 

integration of the image-based recognition 

system with user-centric visualization tools not 

only enhances decision-making but also 

promotes proactive pest control strategies by 

delivering insights in near real-time. Fig. 1 

summarizes this entire workflow, highlighting 

the flow of data from field-level capture to 

stakeholder-level access. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 

This paper highlights the importance of early 

detection and accurate identification of insect 

pests in agriculture to prevent significant crop 

losses. Traditional manual methods, though 

effective, are time-consuming, subjective, and 

labor-intensive. With the advancement of 

technologies such as image processing, 

machine learning, IoT, UAVs, and molecular 

techniques, automated pest detection systems 

have become more reliable and accessible. 

The proposed model in this study integrates 

automated pheromone traps, cloud-based image 

processing, and a user-friendly web/mobile 

interface to streamline the detection and 

classification of pests. This not only reduces 

manual effort but also enhances accuracy and 

allows timely access to data for stakeholders. 

By adopting such digital solutions, the 

agricultural sector can achieve more efficient 

pest management, leading to improved crop 

health and higher productivity. 

 

V. REFERENCES 
[1] R. Carter, S. Deshmukh, and G. Anyanda, 

"FAW AI validation," GoMicro. 

[2] B. Bhavani, V. Chandra Sekhar, P. Kishore 

Varma, M. Bharatha Lakshmi, P. Jamuna, and 

B. Swapna, "Morphological and molecular 

identification of an invasive insect pest, fall 

army worm, Spodoptera frugiperda occurring 

on sugarcane in Andhra Pradesh, India," J. 

Entomol. Zool. Stud., vol. 7, no. 4, pp. 12–18, 

Journal of Informetrics(ISSN 1875-5879)  Volume 19 Issue 2

Page No: 213



 
 

Jun. 2019. 

[3] S. H. Chiwamba et al., "Automated Fall 

Armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda, J.E. Smith) 

pheromone trap based on machine learning," 

Agric. Ecosyst. Environ., vol. 292, Apr. 2020. 

[4] F. Chulu et al., "A convolutional neural 

network for automatic identification and 

classification of fall armyworm moth," Int. J. 

Adv. Comput. Sci. Appl., vol. 10, no. 7, 2019. 

[5] D.-P. Jing et al., "Initial detection and 

spread of invasive Spodoptera frugiperda in 

China and comparisons with other noctuid 

larvae in cornfields using molecular 

techniques," Insect Sci., Jun. 2019, doi: 

10.1111/1744-7917.12700. 

[6] S. H. Chiwamba et al., "Machine learning 

algorithms for automated image capture and 

identification of fall armyworm (FAW) moths," 

Zambia Inf. Commun. Technol. J., vol. 3, no. 1, 

pp. 1–4, 2019. 

[7] F. Chulu et al., "Developing an automatic 

identification and early warning and monitoring 

web based system of fall armyworm based on 

machine learning in developing countries," 

Zambia Inf. Commun. Technol. J., vol. 3, no. 1, 

pp. 13–20, 2019. 

[8] S. H. Gharte and S. B. Bagal, "Detection of 

plant leaf disease using image processing," 

bioRxiv, preprint, 2019, doi: 

https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.08.09.455740. 

[9] C.-L. Tsai et al., "Rapid identification of 

the invasive fall armyworm Spodoptera 

frugiperda (Lepidoptera, Noctuidae) using 

species-specific primers in multiplex PCR," Sci. 

Rep., Sep. 2020. 

[10] K. Mahat, A. Mitchell, and T. Zangpo, "An 

updated global COI barcode reference data set 

for fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda) and 

first record of this species in Bhutan," Elsevier, 

2020. 

[11] L. M. Mrisho et al., "Accuracy of a 

smartphone-based object detection model, 

PlantVillage Nuru, in identifying the foliar 

symptoms of the viral diseases of cassava– 

CMD and CBSD," Front. Plant Sci., vol. 11, 

Dec. 2020. 

[12] L. P. Sah et al., "Fall armyworm 

(Spodoptera frugiperda) in maize: current and 

collaborative efforts for its management in 

Nepal," J. Plant Prot. Soc., vol. 6, 2020. 

[13] R. M. S. R. Chamara et al., "Role of 

artificial intelligence in achieving global food 

security: a promising technology for future," Sri 

Lanka J. Food Agric., vol. 6, no. 2, pp. 43–70, 

Dec. 2020, doi: 10.4038/sljfa.v6i2.88. 

[14] A. J. Pearson et al., 

"SMARTARMYWORM  SURVEILLANCE: 

Project technical report," Rothamsted Research, 

UK, Jul. 2020. 

[15] F. D. G. Gomes et al., "Detecting the attack 

of the fall armyworm (Spodoptera frugiperda) 

in cotton plants with machine learning and 

spectral measurements," Preprints, Feb. 2021, 

doi: 10.20944/preprints202102.0516.v1. 

[16] S. Yousaf et al., "Occurrence and 

molecular identification of an invasive rice 

strain of fall armyworm Spodoptera frugiperda 

(Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) from Sindh, Pakistan, 

using mitochondrial cytochrome c oxidase I 

gene sequences," J. Plant Dis. Prot., vol. 129, pp. 

71–78, Sep. 2021, doi: 10.1007/s41348-021- 

00548-6. 

[17] F. S. Ishengoma, I. A. Rai, and R. N. Said, 

"Identification of maize leaves infected by fall 

armyworm using UAV-based imagery and 

convolutional neural networks," Comput. 

Electron. Agric., vol. 184, 2021. 

[18] R. Prabha et al., "Artificial intelligence 

powered expert system model for identifying 

fall armyworm infestation in maize (Zea mays 

L.)," J. Appl. Neural Sci., vol. 13, no. 4, pp. 

1339–1349, 2021. 

[19] A. E. Tessnow et al., "Novel real-time PCR 

based assays for differentiating fall armyworm 

strains using four single nucleotide 

polymorphisms," PeerJ, Sep. 2021, doi: 

10.7717/peerj.12195. 

[20] S. Yainna et al., "Geographic monitoring of 

insecticide resistance mutations in native and 

invasive populations of the fall armyworm," 

Insects, MDPI, May 2021. 

[21] A. Sattar et al., "Deployment of e-services 

based contextual smart agro system using 

internet of things," Bull. Electr. Eng. Inform., 

vol. 11, no. 1, pp. 414–425, Feb. 2022, doi: 

10.11591/eei.v11i1.3255. 

[22] B. S. Congdon et al., "In-field capable 

loop-mediated isothermal amplification 

detection of fall armyworm (Spodoptera 

frugiperda; Lepidoptera: Noctuidae) larvae 

using a rapid and simple crude extraction 

technique," bioRxiv, preprint, Aug. 2021, doi: 

https://doi.org/10.1101/2021.08.09.455740. 

[23] B. P. Timilsena et al., "Potential 

distribution of fall armyworm in Africa and 

beyond, considering climate change and 

irrigation patterns," Sci. Rep., Jan. 2022. 

[24] A. Agarwal et al., "A diagnostic LAMP 

Journal of Informetrics(ISSN 1875-5879)  Volume 19 Issue 2

Page No: 214



 
 

assay for rapid identification of an invasive 

plant pest, fall armyworm Spodoptera 

frugiperda (Lepidoptera: Noctuidae)," Sci. Rep., 

2022. 

[25] S. H. Chiwamba et al., "An application of 

machine learning algorithms in automated 

identification and capturing of fall armyworm 

(FAW) moths in the field," in Proc. ICICT2018, 

Lusaka, Zambia, Dec. 2018. 

Journal of Informetrics(ISSN 1875-5879)  Volume 19 Issue 2

Page No: 215


